
appeal is signed by Dr. Juan Guiteras as president of the
committee of organization, and Dr. F. M. Fernández, Prado
105, Havana, as secretary.

FOREIGN
The Markham Skerritt Prize.—The University of Bristol,

England, has awarded the Markham Skerritt Prize to Sir
J. Herbert Parsons, F.R.C.S.

Fellowship for Woman Physician.—Dr. Nellie Wall-
Mesham of South Africa has been granted an international
fellowship in bacteriology at Liverpool University, England.

Medical Publisher Awarded Honorary Degree.—One of the
partners of the J. Springer medical publishing house at Berlin,
F. Springer, has had an honorary medical degree conferred
on him by the medical faculty of Frankfort on the Main.

Italian Congress for Industrial and Agricultural Hygiene.
—The fifth national congress of this kind is to convene at
Florence, June 11 to 14, 1922. The six subjects appointed
for discussion are hygiene of the workers in malarial dis¬
tricts; new and old views on lead poisoning; shifts in work;
legislation on workmen's compensation ; new horizons in
medicosocial ethics, and prevention of medical disability.

International Neurologic Reunion.—Our Paris exchanges
state that the Third Annual International Neurologic Reunion
is to meet at the Salpêtrière at Paris, June 2 and 3, 1922,
mornings and afternoons. The subject appointed for study
is the symptoms from pituitary insufficiency. Roussy and
Camus of Paris will discuss it from the standpoint of anat¬
omy and pathologic physiology, and Froment of Lyons from
the clinical and therapeutic standpoint.

Abortionists in the Courts.—In the landgericht at Munich
recently a group of eighty-one women and girls were accused
of criminal abortion, and twenty-two were condemned to
prison for from six to eight months; thirty-two were con¬
demned for from six weeks to three months as although they
had tried to commit abortion they had failed ; twenty were
acquitted. The Mi'tnchcner medizinische Wochenschrift adds
that the medical abortionist is to be tried by a jury.

The National Medical Association of China.—The annual
conference of the association was held, January 21 to Feb¬
ruary 4, in Shanghai, under the presidency of Dr. C. Voon-
ping Yui, Shanghai. Dr. Hata ; Dr. Shiga, director of the
government medical school, Seoul ; Dr. Edward Hume of the
Hunan-Yale College of Medicine, Changsha, and Prof.
Harold Balme, F.R.C.S., dean of the Shantung Christian
University School of Medicine, Tsinanfu, author of "China
and Modern Medicine," were among visiting physicians who
attended the session. Dr. E. S. Tyau, Shanghai, and Dr.
Shchuan, Peking, are vice presidents; Dr. W. S. New,
Shanghai, is the English secretary-treasurer, and Dr. E. P.
Hsieh, Peking, is the Chinese secretary of the association.

The Social Hygiene Dispensary at Bordeaux.—The Jour¬
nal mentioned last spring the laying of the cornerstone of
the antituberculosis dispensary presented, by the Rockefeller
Foundation to the Protestant Hospital at Bordeaux. The
dispensary is now completed, and the Journal de Médecine
de Bordeaux gives illustrations of the institution and
describes its scope and the ceremony of its inauguration. It
is at Bagatelle, at the city limits. The regular program
includes hygiene of the respiratory passages, Tuesday and
Friday afternoons ; hygiene of infants, Wednesday after¬
noon ; hygiene of the pregnant, Friday afternoon, and roent¬
gen rays, Tuesday and Friday mornings. The new training
school for nurses, the American memorial to the nurses who
lost their lives in the war, is well along in its construction.

Reciprocity in Degrees with Italy.—There has been con¬
siderable agitation in Italy recently in regard to accepting
credentials as to medical degrees from countries which do
not accept Italian degrees. At the Congresso Federale degli
Ordini, held at Rome in 1920, it was voted not to accept the
credentials even when the degree had been conferred by an

Italian university, if the candidate's country did not accept
Italian degrees. In spite of these protests, the Italian govern¬
ment has recently registered Dr. E. Renold of Porto Maurizio,
close to the French border, and the Riforma Medica states
that the organized physicians in that district, forming the
"Medical Order," have appealed to the profession at large to
have nothing to do with this Dr. Renold, and have appealed
to the pharmacists to refuse to dispense his prescriptions.
At the same time, the Rivista delia Stampa Medica announces
an official communication from the Soviet government of
Russia agreeing to accept reciprocity with Italy. It is signed
by Samascko, commissioner of puMic health.

Deaths in Other Countries
Dr. G. C. Bright, last surviving son of Dr. Richard Bright,

at Cannes, France, January 21, aged 81.-Dr. T. F. Pedley,
January 13, at Rangoon, Burma.-Dr. Lovel Moss, oph-i/thalmologist, Algeciras, died in a hospital at Gibraltar, Jan¬
uary 24, from injuries received when the car in which he
was driving was struck by a troop train.-Dr. D. Gorokhoff,
professor of surgery and gynecology, University of Moscow,
from epidemic encephalitis.--Dr. Vincenzo Guilffrida-Rug-
geri, professor of anthropology, University of Naples, Decem¬
ber 21.-Dr. W. H. Robinson, major general, Indian
Medical Service, sanitary commissioner for the government
of Bengal, in Calcutta, aged 58.-Dr. F. Pecirka, professor
of skin and venereal diseases at the University of Prague,
vice president of the national public health service, aged 63.
-Dr. V. E. Núñez of Buenos Aires, lieutenant-colonel in
the medical service of the army, and director of the parque
sanitorio.-Dr. M. Perrin of Avenches, Switzerland.-Dr.
C. Secretan-Mayor, the dean of the profession in Switzer¬
land, aged 87.-Dr. J. de Giacomi, instructor at Berne,
known by his stain for certain bacteria.-From Haiti comes
the notice of the deaths of Dr. A. Mucci and of Dr. J. Fleury,
the latter medical officer of the port of Port-au-Prince.-
Dr. E. Chappet, dean of the profession at Lyons, aged 97.
-Dr. G. Ernest, physician to the Association des Jour¬
nalistes Parisiens.-Dr. E. Rivière of Paris.-Dr. S.
Khoury, medical officer of the Suez Canal Company.

Government Services

Watson-Dyer Bill Approved by Secretary Mellon
The Watson-Dyer bill, giving a permanent status to reserve

officers of the U. S. Public Health Service, has attained addi¬
tional advancement as a result of its approval by Secretaryof the Treasury A. W. Mellon. In a formal letter to Senator
McCumber, chairman of the Senate Committee on Finance,
before which the bill is pending, Secretary Mellon thus
endorsed the measure :

The uncertainty of the tenure of office among the reserve medical
officers tends to create an unrest among them and detracts from the
efficiency of their services. This uncertainty prevents foresighted doc¬
tors from providing for prudential consideration of their future and
those who are able to find opportunities in private practice will leave tile
Service. Furthermore, it is reasonable to suppose that such opportunities
of leaving the Service will come most frequently to the most skilled and
efficient.

In my opinion some legislation should be enacted to provide for per¬
manent tenure of office for a limited number of these medical men.
In view of the fact that such physicians will

'

necessarily have to be
subject to change of station and financial hardships of temporary resi¬
dence and the inability to engage in private practice, I know of no
better way than to authorize the, transfer to the regular commissioned
corps of a limited number of these officers along the lines proposed in
the bill under discussion.

I am mindful of the fact that the government desires to furnish to the
disabled man and woman the very best medical service. It is an obli¬
gation of the government which is now being met by approximately
1,000 medical men, who are themselves veterans of the World War. am, therefore, also mindful of the fact that the government has some
obligation to the medical veterans now in the Public Health Service.This obligation of the government will be provided for in the bill which
you have submitted.

Secretary Mellon suggests a modification of the bill so
that, instead of 550 reserve officers being transferred to the
permanent corps, the number will be reduced to 350. There¬
after, should additional doctors be required, further legis¬
lation may be enacted. In concluding his endorsement of the
measure, Secretary Mellon points out that it will not require
any increase in appropriations of government funds. The
bill has already been endorsed by Director Forbes of the
Veterans' Bureau and by the American Legion in its annual
convention at St. Louis.

Second Deficiency Bill
A second deficiency bill for the present fiscal year has been

presented to the House of Representatives by the Appropria¬
tions Committee. The measure carries an appropriation of
$93,993,112 additional for the U. S. Veterans' Bureau, divided
thus: $73,714,182 for vocational training of ex-service men
and $20,278,930 for medical and hospital supplies. This
makes a total for the U. S. Veterans' Bureau for the year of
$178.714,182 for vocational training, and of $78,278,930 for
medical and hospital services.
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